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Few parents know about Section 9528 of The No Child Left Behind Act, but it can be a killer. Known as the “Military Recruitment Clause,” it requires schools to give information about students to military recruiters who then use high-pressure sales pitches to fulfill their enlistment quotas. 
The law says parents have a right to “opt-out,” but most parents do not know about the law let alone their right to refuse. Notices in most high schools that “inform” parents about their students’ rights to privacy are buried in obscure language somewhere in the official “Student Handbook,” perhaps after a dozen or so pages detailing zero-tolerance policies for violence in school, parking regulations or grading procedures. Even when privacy disclosure is given, it seldom mentions that the information will be given to recruiters. One school district that serves Navajo children says, “The major purpose of releasing this information to the public about a student would be to honor that student or group of students in newspapers for accomplishments achieved in school in academics, activities and athletics.”
Perhaps if parents knew about the deceptions that are common in recruitment tactics they would not want recruiters contacting their children. Consider the story of New Jersey substitute teacher, Sue Neiderer. Arrested for disrupting a speech by Laura Bush at a Republican rally last September, just after she had just lost her son in Iraq, she told reporters, “My son is dead because of the lies told to him by the military recruiters.” In an on-line interview entitled, “Death by Lying,” she told Paul Rockwell that the recruiters constantly hit on her son, promising that he would not be on the front line and that the Army would pay off his debts. When her son, Seth, mentioned some questions his mother had, the recruiter said, “Aren’t you man enough to sign on the dotted line yourself? Who wears the pants in your family?” 
          The U.S. Military spends 2.5 billion dollars annually, largely targeting high achieving, low-income youth. Like Lori Piestwewa. Lori fit the profile perfectly. She was talented, athletic, intelligent, hard-working, and desperate. Like many Hopi teenagers living in Tuba City, Arizona, she was unemployed, living in a trailer with parents, trying to support her own children. She wanted to be the first in her family to go to college, but not wanting to take advantages of others to make ends meet, and having been indoctrinated by her success as a high-ranking ROTC student in high school, she “signed on the dotted line” when asked to do so. Although ROTC stands for “Reserve Officer Training Corps,” she, like most ROTC students, went to the front lines, and she died, as a  PFC. 

Nearly 40 percent of the American deaths in Iraq are people of color. The disproportionate number of African Americans, American Indians and Hispanics is directly related to what the military is doing in our poorer public or reservation schools.  In addition to the NCLB recruitment mandate, ROTC and ASVAB testing are also used to persuade children that their best chances for a bright future begin with joining the military. The ASVAB (Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery), an "aptitude" test designed and administered by the US military, is taken by 1.25 million students in over 14,000 schools each year. It is billed as a tool to help students with “career choices,” but is actually a covert recruiting tool designed to lead promising students into dead-end military jobs. Although ASVAB tests are given to juniors or seniors, ROTC leadership-type programs begin in many districts in the middle schools, so an indoctrination process has several years to prepare students for the eventual “closing” arguments when they become juniors or seniors.


Besides not sufficiently informing parents about their right to sign a form that would prevent recruiters from calling on students at home, schools also tend to violate Section 9528’s requirement for giving students equal access to ideas about alternatives to military service. Unfortunately, most schools allow military recruiters on school grounds most of the day but do little to invite alternative presentations. In fact, this imbalance not only may violate the NCLB provision but also may be against the First Amendment.  In San Diego Committee v. Governing Board of Grossmont Union High School District [790 F.2d 1471 (9th Cir. 1986)] the 9th Circuit Court of Appeals ruled, "The Board cannot allow the presentation of one side of an issue, but prohibit the presentation of the other side.... Here, the Board permitted mixed political and commercial speech advocating military service, but attempted to bar the same type of speech opposing such service. Accordingly, the Board violated the First Amendment.”

People of color in America have a proud tradition of serving in the armed forces. However, there is another side to this tradition that is especially important to consider these days. The U.S. is in a war, deemed illegal by the international community at large, based on misrepresentations about weapons of mass destruction and Iraq’s involvement in 9-11, and responsible for killing more than 100,000 innocent civilians, according to the credible research of Johns Hopkins School of Public Health. The divide between the rich and poor is increasing and while the war profits give billions of dollars to those rich, the poor are the ones doing the fighting. Section 9528 is a sad indication of what is happening in our schools under the guise of education, but it at least gives parents and students certain rights regarding choice and informed consent.  Now is the time to emphasize the “informed” portion of this law. It is a matter of life and death!
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